Immunogenetics of the human major histocompatibility complex.
The biologic significance of the human major histocompatibility complex (MHC), also referred to as HLA, is well known through its influence on transplant immunity and its association with many diseases. This article attempts to summarize recent progress in the field of HLA polymorphisms. Topics discussed include the genetic basis of HLA, methods to determine HLA polymorphisms, and definitions of HLA Class I and II polymorphisms.